“  PROVE  ALL  things;  HOLD  FAST  THAT  WHICH  IS  GOOD.” - ST.  PAUL. 


VOL.  ni.  UTTCA,  N.  ¥.  AUGUST  89,  1829.  NO.  11. 


ISbitrrnceis  of 

SERMON  III. 

TIIE  AUTHENTICITY  OF  THE  JEWISH  SCRIPTURES. 
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“  We  know  that  God  apake  onto  Mosea  ;  At  for  thi«  fellow,  we  know  not 
whence  he  is.” — Sx.  Johic,  ix-  29. 

This  expression  purports  to  have  been  made  by  a  set  among 
the  Jews  called  Phariseet,  who  acknowledged,  in  the  preced¬ 
ing  verse,  that  they  were  the  disciples  of  Moses ;  and  ridicul¬ 
ed  the  man  said  to  have  been  healed,  or  cured  of  blindness, 
because  his  language  indicated,  that  he  was  a  disciple  of 
Christ.  It  certainly  cannot  and  will  not  be  disputed,  that 
there  are  people  now  living  in  different  countries,  and  in  the 
United  States  called  Jews — and,  that  they  claim  a  remote 
origin  from  a  particular  p  itriarch— and  from  the  various  suf¬ 
ferings  and  frequent  banishments  of  this  people,  which  make 
up  a  large  share  of  the  history  of  almost  all  nations  for  near 
two  thousand  years,  where  records  have  been  kept,  we  can, 
without  the  aid  of  ecclesiastical  history,  which  by  some  has 
been  suspected  of  fraud,  trace  back  the  existence  of  the  Jew¬ 
ish  people  from  the  present  day  to  the  period  in  which  they 
inhabited  the  land  of  Palestine,  aad  were  subject  to  the  Ro¬ 
man  government,  and  without  producing  a  word  of  testimony 
from  any  source  that  will  be  questioned  by  any  who  dispute 
the  authenticity  of  the  Jewish  scriptures. 

On  this  subject,  then,  an  unbroken  chain  of  historical  facts 
exists,  which  none  can  seriously  doubt ;  and  this  chain  car¬ 
ries  us  with  an  easy  retrospect  to  the  days  in  which  our  text 
claims  to  have  been  spoken  and  written.  The  same  kind  of 
evidence,  viz.  historical,  proves  to  us,  that,  about  eighteen 
hundred  years  ago, « the  Jews  had  not  evacuated  Palestine, 
and,  that  the  most  rigid  sect  among  them  were  called  Pharistes, 
among  whom  were  tne  scribes,  or  the  expounders  of  the  law 
uf  Moses.  It  would  be  almost  trifling  with  the  subject  to  ad¬ 
duce  formal  proof  of  this,  for  they  are  mentioned  by  various 
authors,  and  particularly  Josephus,  in  nearly  a  score  of  in¬ 
stances.  The  antiquity  of  the  Jews,  and  that  Moses  ivas 
their  leader  and  lawgiver,  is  proved  by  Tacitus,  the  Roman 
historian,  who  wrote  about  the  time  Jesephus  did.  Ilis  ac¬ 
count  is  distorted,  and  appears  to  have  been  written  to  ob¬ 
scure  the  respectable  origin  of  the  Israelites;  and  his  evi¬ 
dence  will  doubtless  receive  the  more  credit,  as  he  was  both 
politically  and  religiously  opposed  to  the  Jews. 

lie  says,  in  his  fifth  book  of  the  history  of  the  Jews,  and 
Chap.  2,  “There  are  those  who  report  they  were  Assyrians, 
who  wanting  lands,  got  together  and  obtained  part  of  Egypt, 
and  soon  after  settled  themselves  in  cities  of  their  own,  in  the 
lands  of  the  Hebrews,  and  the  parts  of  Syria  lying  nearest  to 
them.  This  agrees  very  nearlv  with  what  Josephus  himself 
says  on  the  subject.  Tacitus,  Chap.  5,  Book  5,  says,  “Many 
authors  agree,  that  when  once  an  infectious  distemper  was 
arisen  in  Egypt,  and  made  men’s  bodies  impure,  Bocchoris, 
their  king,  went  to  the  oracle  of  Jupiter,  and  begged  he  would 
grant  him  some  relief  against  this  evil,  and  that  be  was  en¬ 
joined  to  purge  the  natioh  of  them,  (the  Jews,)  and  banish 
this  kind  of  men  to  other  countries  as  hateful  ta  the  gods. 
That  when  he  had  sought  for,  and  gathered  them  all  together, 


they  were  left  in  a  waste  desert — that  herenpon  the  rest  de¬ 
voted  themselves  to  weeping  and  inactivity  ;  bfit  one  of  those 
exiles,  Moses  by  name,  advised  them  to  look  for  no  assistance 
from- any  of  the  gods,  or  from  any  of  mankind,  since  they  had 
been  abandoned  by  both,  but  bid  them  believe  in  him,  as  a  ce¬ 
lestial  leader,  by  whose  help  they  had  already  gotten  clear  of 
their  present  miseries.  They  agreed  to  it ;  and  though  they 
were  unacquainted  with  every  thing,  they  began  their  jour¬ 
ney  at  random — but  nothing  tired  uiera  so  much  as  want  of 
water.  And  now  they  laid  themselves  down  on  the  ground 
to  a  great  extent,  as  just  ready  to  perish,  when  a  herd  of  wild 
beasts  of  burden  came  from  feeding,  and  went  to  a  rock  over¬ 
shadowed  by  a  grove  of  trees.  Moses  followed  them  as  con¬ 
jecturing  that  there  was  (thereabouts)  some  grassy  soil,  and 
so  openM  large  sources  of  water  to  them.  This  was  an  ease 
to  them  ;  and  when  they  had  journeyed  six  entire  days,  on 
the  seventh  day  (they)  drove  out  the  inhabitants,  and  obtain¬ 
ed  those  lands  wherein  their  city  and  temple  were  dedicated.” 
In  Chap  4,  he  says,  **  As  for  Muses,  in  order  to  secure  the 
nafion  firmly  to  himself,  he  ordained  new  rites,  and  such  as 
were  contrary  to  those  of  other  men.  All  things  with  them 
are  profane  which  with  us  are  sacred  :  and  those  practices 
are  allowed  among  them  which  are  by  us  esteemed  most 
abominable.”  He  observes  in  Chap.  5,  “  These  rites  by  what 
manner  soever  they  were  first  begun,  are  supported  by  their 
antiquity.  The  rest  of  their  institutions  are  awkward,  impure, 
jandgot  ground  by  their  pravity  j  for  every  vile  fellow  dis- 
pising  the  rites  of  his  forefathers,  brought  forth  their  tribute 
and  contributions,  by  which  means  the  Jewish  commonwealth 
'  was  augmented.  They  are  a  people  separated  from  others  in 
their  food  and  in  their  lodgings — they  are  taught  nothing  soon¬ 
er  than  to  despise  the  gods-— they  derive  their  custom  of  bu¬ 
rying  instead  of  burning  the  dead  from  the  Egyptians — the 
Jews  have  no  notion  of  any  thing  more  than  one  divine  being, 
and  that  known  only  by  the  mind — that  this  being  is  supreme 
and  eternal,  immutable  and  imperishable  is  their  doctrine. 
(But)  they  esteem  such  to  be  profane  who  (."ame  images  of 
gods  out  of  perishable  matter,  and  in  the  shape  of  men.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  they  have  no  images  in  their  cities,  much  less  in 
their  temples  :  they  never  grant  this  kind  of  honour  to  em¬ 
perors.’’ 

In  these  citations  from  Tacitus,  it  will  appear,  that  the 
Jews  were  a  noted  people  in  his  day,  and  had  for  many  ages 
before,  formed  a  subject  of  observation,  and  record,  as  “  tna- 
ny  authors  agreeP^  in  what  he  wrote  according  to  his  own 
statement.  But  these  quotations  are  made  chiefly  to  show 
the  antiquity  of  the  Jews  as  a  distinct  and  singular  people. 

Josephus  in  his  reply  to  Apion,  who  had  disfigured,  distort¬ 
ed  and  obscured  the  origin  of  the  Jews,  and  their  antiquity, 
quotes  from  the  writings  of  Manetho,  the  Egyptian,  who  de¬ 
scribes  the  ancestors  of  the  Jews,  and  calls  them  shepherds,  and 
captives — mentions  their  residence  in  Egypt,  their  leaving  it, 
pacing  through  the  wilderness  to  the  land  of  Judea  and  build¬ 
ing  or  enlarging  the  city  of  Jerusalem.  He  quotes  from  Diue 
the  Phoenician  historian,  and  Menander  the  Ephesian,  who 
have  recorded  the  building  of  the  temple  by  Solomon  at  Jeru¬ 
salem,  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  years  before  the  Tyrians 
built  Carthage.  They  mention  the  friendship  of  Solomon  and 
Hiram  king  of  Tyre,  and  the  problems  that  were  sent  by  each  to 
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the  ottiery  for  eo'.utioD.  Farther,  he  cites  passases  out  of  the 
writings  of  Berosus,  a  learned  Chaldean,  whose  account 
agrees  with  that  of  Moses  in  many  particulars.  Josephus 
says,  **  This  Berosus,  therefore,  following  the  most  ancient 
records  of  that  nation,  gives  us  a  history  of  the  deluge  of  wa¬ 
ters  that  then  happened,  and  of  the  destruction  of  mankind 
thereby,  and  agrees  with  Moses’  narration  thereof.  He  also,” 
says  Josephus,  'Ogives  an  account  of  that  ark  wherein  Noah, 
the  origin  of  our  race  was  preserved,  when  it  was  bro’t  to  the 
highest  part  of  the  Armenian  mountains  :  after  which”  he  con¬ 
tinues,  he  gives  us  a  catalogue  of  the  posterity  of  Noah,  and 
adds  the  years  of  their  Chronology ,  and  at  length  comes  down  to 
Nabolassar,  who  was  king  of  Babylon,  and  of  the  Chaldeans.” 
This  same  Berosus  brings  down  his  history  aud  mentions  the 
taking  of  Babylon  by  Cyrus,  an  event  predicted  by  Isaiah  the 
prophet ;  and  in  relation  to  previous  occurrences,  he  is  shown 
to  agree  W'ith  Philostratus  and  Alegasthenes,  He  also  quotes 
from  Hermippus  who  in  his  first  book  concerning  Pythagoras, 
says  he  transferred  the  doctrines  of  the  Jews  and  Thracians 
into  his  own  philosophy.  From  Theophrastus,  in  his  **  writ¬ 
ings  concerning  laws”  Josephus  shows  that  the  oath  Corban 
which  he  mentions,  could  only  be  found  in  the  Jewish  code- 
lie  farther  mentions  Herodotus  who  wrote  on  the  origin  of  cir¬ 
cumcision,  and  Cherilus,  a  still  more  ancient  writer  and  poet, 
to  prove  the  antiquity  of  the  Jews.  He  produces  the  evidence 
of  Clearchus  the  scholar  of  Aristotle  to  the  same  effect,  as 
also  that  of  Hecateus  a  contemporary  with  king  Alexander  in 
his  youth,  and  afterwards  was  with  Ptolemy  the  son  of  Lagus. 
Hecateus  says,  one  of  Ptolemy’s  friends  “  was  Hezekiah,  the 
high-priest  of  the  Jews  ;  a  man  about  sixty  six  years  of  age, 
and  in  great  dignity  among  his  own  people.”  This  writer 
says  farmer,  that  Hezekiah  kept  in  writing  all  the  habitations 
and  polity  of  the  Jews.  Speaking  of  another  period,  Josephus 
cites  a  passage  from  Agatharchides  who  says,  “  There  are  a 
people  called  Jews  and  dwell  in  a  city  the  strongest  of  all  oth¬ 
er  cities,  which  the  inhabitants  call  Jerusalem,  and  are  accus¬ 
tomed  to  rest  on  every  seventh  day;  on  which  times  they 
make  no  use  of  their  arms,  nor  meddle  with  husbandry,  nor 
take  care  of  any  affairs  of  life,  but  spread  out  their  hands  in 
their  holy  places,  and  pray  till  the  evening.”  “And  now 
certainly”  concludes  Josephus,  “  the  foregoing  records  of  the 
Egyptians,  and  Chaldeans,  aud  Phoenicians,  together  with  so 
many  of  the  Greek  writers,  will  be  sufficient  fur  the  demon¬ 
stration  of  our  antiquity.  Moreover  besides  those  foremen- 
tioned,  Theophilus,  and  Theodotus.  and  Mnaseas,  and  Aris¬ 
tophanes,  and  Hermogenes,  Kuphemerus  also,  and  Conon, 
and  Zopyrion — have  made  distinct  mention  of  us.” 

The  writings  from  which  Josephus  cites  these  authorities 
being  extant  in  this  day,  if  he  had  misquoted  or  misapplied 
them,  the  fraud  easily  could,  and  doubtless,  would  have  been 
exposed,  b^  the  Greeks  and  Romans  who  indulged  in  slander 
and  invective  against  the  Jews  ;  and  who  would  let  no  means 
or  evidence  go  to  the  credit  of  that  nation  that  was  capable 
of  being  refuted  or  overthown. 

The  fact,  then,  is  established  beyond  the  possibility  of  a 
rational  denial,  that  such  a  people  as  the  Jews,  did  exist,  a 
distinct,  and  envied  nation,  many  hundred  years  before  we 
hear  of  their  inhabiting  the  land  of  Judea  j  and  no  farther  ev¬ 
idence  can  be  required  to  prove  the  antiquity  they  boast, 
which  has  been  the  main  object  in  citing  the  authors  which 
have  been  here  named.  Yet  we  should  remember,  that  these 
same  evidences  go  a  great  way  to  show,  that  Moses  was  not 
onlj  a  leader  of  the  Jews,  but  also  the  writer  of  their  laws,  to 
which  we  will  now  more  strictly  attend. 

In  what  age,  and  by  what  author  any  book  is  written,  is  a 
question  of  fact  which  can  only  be  answered  by  historical  tes¬ 
timonies.  These  historical  testimonies  are,  1.  Unexception¬ 


able  witnesses,  who  possessed  both  the  means  of  knowing,  and 
who  were  also  willing  to  communicate  the  truth  j  and,  2> 
CerUin  marks  which  may  be  discerned  in  the  subject-matter, 
diction,  genius,  and  stvie  of  the  books,  and  which  show,  that 
they  were  written  by  the  authors  to  which  they  are  ascribed, 
or  about  the  age  to  which  they  arc  referred.  The  former  arc 
termed  external  arguments,  and  the  latter  internal ;  and  as 
those  two  species  of  evidence  are  universally  admitted  to  be 
sufficient  for  proving  the  genuineness  of  the  writings  of  Thu¬ 
cydides,  Plutarch,  or  Livy,  or  any  other  ancient  or  profane 
authors,  no  farther  testimony  ought  to  be  required  fur  the  so¬ 
lution  of  our  question. 

That  the  Pentateuch  was  written  by  the  great  legislator  of 
the  Hebrews,  by  whom  it  was  addressed  to  his  cotemporarics, 
and  consequently  was  not,  and  could  not  be,  the  production 
of  later  times,  we  are  authorized  to  affirm  from  a  series  of  tes¬ 
timonies,  which,  whether  we  consider  them  together  or  sepa¬ 
rately,  form  such  a  body  of  evidence,  as  can  be  adduced  fur 
the  productions  of  no  ancient  profane  writers  whatever ;  for, 
let  it  be  considered  what  are  the  marks  and  characturs  which 
prove  the  genuineness  and  autbenticy  of  the  works  of  any  an¬ 
cient  author,  and  the  arguments  may  be  used  with  equal,  if 
not  with  greater  force,  in  favor  of  the  writings  of  Moses. 

1.  It  is  an  undeniable  fact  that  Hebrew  ceased  to  be  the 
living  language  of  the  Jews  soon  after  the  Babylonian  captiv¬ 
ity,  and,  that  the  Jewish  productions  after  that  period  were 
in  general  either  Chaldee  or  Greek.  The  Jews  of  Palestine, 
some  ages  before  the  appearing  of  our  Saviour,  were  unable  to 
comprehend  the  Hebrew  original  without  the  assistance  of  a 
Chaldee  paraphrase  :  and  it  was  necessary  to  undertake  a 
Greek  translation,  because  that  language  alone  was  under¬ 
stood  by  the  Jews  of  Alexandria.  It  follows  of  necessity, 
therefore,  that  every  book  which  is  written  in  pure  Hebrew, 
was  composed  either  before,  or  about  the  time  of  the  Babylo¬ 
nian  captivity.  This  being  admitted,  we  may  advance  a  step 
farther,  and  contend,  that  the  period  which  elapsed  between 
the  composition  of  the  most  ancient  and  the  most  modern 
books  of  the  Old  Testament,  was  very  considerable ;  or  in 
other  words,  that  the  most  ancient  books  of  the  Old  Testa¬ 
ment  were  written  a  length  of  ages  prior  to  the  Babylonian 
captivity.” 

“  2.  But  farther,  the  five  books  of  Moses  contain  a  system 
of  ceremonial  and  mural  laws,  which,  unless  we  reject o// his¬ 
tory,  were  observed  by  the  Israelites  from  the  time  of  their 
departure  out  of  Egypt  till  their  dispersion  at  the  taking  of 
Jerusalem.  These  laws  therofore,  are  as  ancient  as  tlie  con¬ 
quest  of  Palestine.  It  is  also  an  undeniable  historical  fact, 
that  the  Jews  in  every  age  believed  that  their  ancestors  had 
received  them  from  the  hand  of  Muses,  and  that  these  laws 
constituted  the  basis  of  their  political  and  religious  institu¬ 
tions,  as  long  as  they  continued  to  be  a  people.  Things  of 
private  concern  may  easily  be  counterfeited,  but  not  the  laws 
and  constitutions  of  a  whole  country.  It  would,  indeed, 
have  been  impussrble  to  forge  the  civil  and  religious  code 
of  the  Jews  without  detection  ;  for  the  civil  and  religious  polity 
are  so  bleiule<l,  and  interwoven  together,  that  the  one  cannot 
be  separated  from  the  other.  They  must,  therefore,  have  been 
established  at  the  same  time  ;  and  derived  from  the  same  ori¬ 
ginal  ;  and  both  together  would  certainly  render  forgery  more 
impossible  than  either  of  them  singly  would.  Farther,  ma¬ 
ny  of  the  ceremonial  and  moral  laws  given  to  the  Jews  by 
Moses  were  so  burthensome,  and  some  of  them  were  so  haz¬ 
ardous, — especially  those  relating  to  the  sabbatical  year,  the 
resort  of  all  the  males  to  Jerusalem  anntially  at  the  three  great 
festivals,  and  the  prohibition  of  cavalry— the  forged  books 
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containing  such  precepts,  would  have  been  rejected  with  the  was  translated  at  Aiexandia.**  It  had  a  being  before  the  dajrs 
utmost  abhorrence.  As  the  whole  Jewish  people  were  made  of  Ezra,  for  it  is  expressly  mentioned  during  the  captivity  in 
the  depositories  and  keepers  of  their  laws,  it  is  impossible  to  Babylon  by  Daniel,  Chap.  ix.  11 — 13,  and  by  Malachi  a  con* 
conceive  that  any  nation,  with  such  motives  to  reject,  and  such  temporary  of  Ezra,  Chap.  iv.  4,  which  was  before  Christ,  five 
opportunities  of  detecting,  the  forgery  of  the  book  of  Exo-  hundred  and  thirty-seven  years.  Long  before  the  event,  it 
ilus,  Leviticus,  Numbers,  and  Deuteronomy,  should  yet  re-  was  extant  in  the  time  of  Josiah,  before  Christ  six  hundred 
ceive  them,  and  submit  to  the  heavy  yoke  imposed  by  the  and  twenty -four  years,  2  Chron.  xxxiv.  15.  It  was  extant 
laws  contained  in  them.  Tliat  they  should  often  throw  in  the  time  of  Hoshea,  king  of  Israel,  six  hundred  and  seven- 
off  this  .\oke  in  part,  and  for  a  time,  and  rebell  against  the  ty -eight  years  before  Christ — in  the  time  of  Jehaoshphat,  king 
divine  authority  of  this  law,  though  sufficiently  convinced,  of  Judah,  nine  hundred  and  twelve  years  before  Christ;  2 
can  easily  be  accounted  for,  from  what  we  see  and  feel  in  Kings,  xvii  26;  2  Chron.  xvii.  9.  The  whole  of  the  temple 
ourselves  and  others  every  day;  but  that  they  should  return  service  and  worship  were  regulated  by  Solomon, one  thousand 
and  repent  and  submit  to  it  a^ain  and  again,  unless  it  were  and  four  years  before  ChiisI,  as  the  tabernacle  service  and 
really  delivered  by  Muses,  and  had  the  sanction  of  divine  au-  worship  had  previously  been  by  David,  before  Christ  one 
tliority,  is  utterly  incredible.  We  are  therefore  reduced  to  thousand  and  forty-two  years.  Could  Solomon  indeed  have 
this  dilemma,  either  to  acknowledge  that  this  law  was  actual-  persuaded  his  subjects,  that,  for  [nearly]  five  hundred  years, 
ly  delivered  by  Moses,  or  that  a  whole  nation  during  fifteen  the  worship  and  polity  prescribed  by  the  Penteteuch  had  been 
hundred  years  groaned  under  the  weight  of  an  imposture,  religiously  observed  by  their  ancestors,  if  it  had  not  been  ob- 
without  once  detecting  or  even  suspecting  the  fraud.  The  served !  Could  he  have  imposed  upon  them  the  idea  of  the  an- 
\lhenlan8  believed,  that  the  system  of  laws  by  which  they  tiquity  of  the  Sabbath,  of  circumcision,  and  of  their  three 
were  governed  was  composed  by  Solon  ;  and  the  Spartans  great  festivals,  without  any  authority  but  his  own  !  In  fact,  it 
attributed  their  code  to  Lycurgus,  without  ever  being  suspect-  is  morally  impossible,  that  any  [such]  forgery  could  have 
ed  of  a  mistake  in  their  belief.  Why,  then,  should  it  be  doubt-  been  executed  either  by,  or  in  the  time  of  Solomon.  In- 
ed,  that  the  rules  prescribed  in  the  Penteteuch  were  given  by  deed  it  is  evident  from  Joshua  i.  7,  8,  that  the  Penteteuch,  or 
Moses  ?  To  deny  it,  is  to  assert,  that  an  effect  may  exist  with  as  the  Jews  termed  it,  “  the  Book  of  the  Law,”  existed  in 
out  a  cause,  or,  that  a  great  and  important  revolution  may  his  time.  ‘‘Only  be  thou  strong  and  very  courageous,”  says 
take  place  without  an  agent.  We  have,  therefore,  an  argu-  the  text,  “that  thou  mayest  observe  to  do  all  according  to 
ment  little  short  of  mathematical  demonstation,  that  the  «u6-  the  law,  which  Moses  my  servant  commanded  thee — this 
slance  of  the  Penteteuch  proceeded  from  Muses  ;  and  that  the  Book  of  the  Lvw  shall  not  depart  out  of  thy  mouth.”  Besides 
very  toords  were  written  by  him  ;”  though  this  cannot  be  so  all  this,  “  Porphyry,  one  of  the  most  acute  and  learned  ene- 
v.learly  demonstrated  as  the  former,  yet  it  is  a  moral  certainty,  mies  of  Christianity;  admitted  the  genuineness  of  the  Pente- 
The  Jews  whose  evkience  alone  can  decide  in  the  present  in-  teuch,  and  acknowledged  Moses  was  prior  to  the  Phoenician 
stance,  have  believed  it  from  the  earliest  to  the  present  age.  historian,  Sanchoniathon,  who  lived  before  the  Trojan  war,” 
No  other  person  than  Moses  ever  aspired  to  be  thought  the  which  was  twelve  hundred  years  before  Christ.  ”  He  even 
author,  and  we  may  venture  to  affirm,  that  no  other  person  contended  for  the  truth  of  8anchoniathon’s  account  of  the 
could  have  been  the  author.  For  it  is  wholly  incredible,  that  Jews  from  the  coincklence  with  the  Mosaic  history.  Nor 
the  Jews,  though  weak  and  superstitious,  would  have  received  was  the  genuineness  of  the  Penteteuch  denied  by  any  of  the 
in  a  later  age  a  set  of  writings  as  the  genuine  works  of  Moses,  numerous  writers  against  the  Gospel  during  the  first  four  cen- 
if  no  history  and  no  tradition  ef  sufficient  authority  had  pre-  turics  of  the  Christian  era,  although  the  fathers  constantly 
served  the  remembrance  of  the  fact,  that  he  was  the  author.*  appealed  to  the  history  and  prophecies  of  the  Old  Testament 
“  3.  Although  the  spirit  of  ancient  simplicity,  which  in  support  of  the  divine  origin  of  the  doctrine  which  they 
breathes  throughout  these  books,  renders  it  improl^ble  that  taught.”* 

they  were  fabricated  in  a  later  age  ;  yet  when  we  add  to  this  To  the  foregoing  evidence  may  be  added  that  indisputable 
the  universal  consent  of  those  persons,  who  were  most  con-  testimony  derived  from  the  Jewish  festivals  and  their  rigid 
cerned.  and  best  able  to  ascertain  the  point  in  question,  we  and  regular  observance  of  them. 

have  an  additional  testimony  in  favor  of  the  genuineness  and  ‘‘  The  Passover\  was  instituted  to  commemorate  the  pro¬ 
authenticity  of  the  Penteteuch.  If  we  believe  other  nations,  tection  of  the  Israelites,  when  all  the  first-born  of  the  Egyp- 
when  they  attest  the  antiquity,  and  specify  the  authors  of  tians  were”  cut  off.  and  to  keep  in  their  minds,  **  their  deliv- 
their  laws,  no  just  reason  can  be  assigned  why  we  should  not  erance  from  bondage  in  Egypt,  which  was  its  immediate  con- 
give  equal  credit  to  the  Jews,  whose  testimony  is  surely  de-  sequence.  To  this  was  added  the  solemn  consecration  of  the 
serving  as  much  credit  as  that  of  the  Athenians,  the  Lacede-  first-born  of  man  and  beast  to  God  ;  and,  in  farther  commem- 
monians,  the  Romans  and  the  Persians,  concerning  Solon,  oration  of  thf  destruction  of  the  first-born  of  the  Egyptians, 
Lycurgus,  Numa,  and  Zoroaster :  or  rather  from  the  fact  we  the  tribe  of  Levi  was  set  apart.  The  month  in  v^ich  this 
shall  proceed  to  state,  they  are  better  entitled  to  belief  than  feast  was  solemnized,  from  being  the  seventh,  was  reckoned 
any  other  nation  under  heaven  ;  for  every  book  of  the  Old  the  first  of  the  year,  in  order  to  mark  it  as' the  era  of  this  il- 
Testament  implies  the  previous  existence  of  the  Penteteuch.  lustrious  deliverance.  The  passovxr  was  eaten  with  bitter 
In  many  of  them  it  is  expressly  mentioned,  allusions  are  made  herbs,  to  remind  the  Israelites  of  their  severe  bondage  and 
to  it  in  some,  and  it  is  quoted  in  others.  These  contain  ase-  servile  food  in  Egypt — with  unleaveued  bread,  because  the 
ries  of  external  evidence  in  its  favor  which  is  hardly  to  be  re-  Egyptians  in  their  turn,  urged  them  to  depart,  and  would  not 
futed  ;  and  when  the  several  links  of  this  argument  are  put  to-  allow  them  time  to  leaven  their  bread,  “/or  they  said,  We  are 
gether,  they  will  form  a  chain,  which  it  would  require  more  all  dead  men ''  And  it  was  likewise  eaten  in  the  posture  of 
than  ordinary  abilities  to  break.  In  the  first  place,  no  one  travellers  just  prepared  for  a  journey,  to  mark  its  having  pre¬ 
will  deny,  that  the  Penteteuch  existed  at  the  time  of  Christ  ceded  their  sudden  and  final  departure  from  the  house  of 
and  his  apostles,  for  they  not  only  mention  it,  but  quote  it.  bondage-’’^ 

It  existed  three  hundred  years  before,  for  about  that  time  it  Now  the  Passover  was  to  be  observed  annually,  which  rem- 
‘  Guide,  p.  *  Guide,  p.  127.  f  See  Ex.  Chap.  12.  {  Guide,  p.  15fl. 
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der«d  it  impossible,  that  the  Jews  should  mistake  its  origin  j 
and  even  their  freqent  dispersions  did  not  necessariljr  prevent 
their  observance  ot  it. 

“  The  Feast  of  Tabernacks-vm  instituted ’to  perpetuate  the 
"deliverance  of  the  Israelites,  and  their  journeying  in  the  de¬ 
sert.  On  this  occasion  they  were  commanded  to  dwell  4n 
tabernacles  or  booths,  made  of  the  boughs  of  trees.”  And, 
The  Feast  of  Pentecost  was  appointed  fifty  days  after  the 
Passover,  to  commemorate  the  delivery  of  the  Law  from 
Mount  Sinai,  which  took  place  after  their  departure  from 
Egypt.  At  this  festival  which  was  celebrated  at  that  season 
of  the  year  when  their  harvest  usually  closed,  each  head  of  a 
family  was  enjoined  by  the  Jewish  law  to  take  some  of  the 
first  fruits  of  the  earth,  and  bring  to  the  place  the  Lord  should 
choose,  and  to  set  it  down  before  the  altar  of  the  Lord,  mak¬ 
ing  the  solemn  acknowledgment  of  the  whole  series  of  pecul¬ 
iar  and  miraculous  providences  experienced  by  the  nation, 
which  is  prescribed  in  Deuteronomy  xxvi.  5 — 10.” 

**Now  all  these  institutions  have  been  held  sacred  among 
the  Jews  in  all  ages,  since  their  appointment,  and  are  solemn¬ 
ly  and  sacredly  observed  among  them  to  this  day.  Can  these 
observances  be  accounted  for  upon  any  other  principle  but  the 
evidence  of  the  facts  on  which  they  are  founded  r”  It  may  be 
justly  said  to  be  impossible.  For  besides  their  taking  place 
every ^ear,  and  being  strictly  observed  by  the  whole  nation, 
by  vv^ich  they  could  not  mistake  either  their  rise  or  contima- 
tiotif  or  the  object  of  them,  the  many  other  prominent  and  pe¬ 
culiar  circumstances  connected  with  those  celebrations  render 
it  as  certain  that  the  events  from  which  they  are  taken  are 
founded  in  reality  as  that  which  gave  birth  to  the  annual  cel¬ 
ebration  of  our  national  independence ;  and  it  would  be  as 
captious  and  trifling  to  deny  the  former  as  the  latter. 

We  may,  with  confidence  affirm,  then,  that  our  text  con¬ 
tained  the  view  of  the  Israelites  on  this  subject  when  it  was 
uttered— “  We  know  that  God  spake  unto  Moses  ;  as  for  this 
fellow  .we  know  not  whence  he  is.”  A  doubt  appears  never 
to  have  entered  their  minds,  that  they  derived  this  law  from 
Moses,  as  well  as  all  the  institutions  it  enjoins.  There 
were  too  many  observances  among  the  Jews,  and  these  oc¬ 
curred  in  too  quick  succession,  to  make  it  possible  to  forget 
them. 

1.  Their  Jubilee*  came  round  at  the  close  of  every  forty- 
tiinth  year,  which  was  a  most  important  occasion,  and  com¬ 
manded  the  attention  of  the  whole  nation.  Then  every  man 
in  oppressed  circumstances  returned  to  his  former  possessions, 
and  to  his  family— every  servant  was  free  from  his  master,  and 
liberty  was  proclaimed  by  the  sound  of  the  trumpet  through¬ 
out  the  whole  land.  They  were  neither  to  sow  nor  reap  on 
that  year,  nor  gather  the  fruit  of  their  vineyard  to  secure 
them  as  usual  to  the  proprietor,  but  liberty  and  plenty  were 
heralded  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  land  without  distinction. 
Now  in  addition  to  their  written  code  enjoining  this  Jubilee, 
we  are  safe  in  saying,  that,  from  the  common  age  of  man, 
there  would  thousands  survive  each  successive  Jubilee,  who 
had  been  pei;sonally  and  understandingly  concerned  in  each 
preceding  one,  and  participate  a  second  time  in  announcing 
the  year  of  release.  Persons  therefore  hearing  “the  joyful 
sound,”  twice  in  the  course  of  their  days,  could  correctly  car¬ 
ry  down  this  usage  to  “their  children,”  and  even  to  their 
“  children’s  children,”  and  these  again  to  successive  genera¬ 
tions,  without  any  other  assistance,  and  without  any  mistake 
or  suspicion  of  fraud.  Very  different  would  it  have  been  if 
the  Jubilee  had  occurred  only  once  in  a  hundred  years,  as  few 
perhaps,  if  any,  would  have  survived  its  return.  But  as  it 

*  Leviticus,  Chap.  35. 


was,  it  could  be  transmitted  to  all  the  nations  of  Israel,  sim 
ply  by'the  means  of  observing  it.  Un  this  subject  there  is  no 
room  for  doubt.  But, 

2.  The  following  was  also  a  statute  to  Israel  to  be  observed 
in  all  their  generations — “And  six  years  shalt  thou  sow  thy 
land,  and  shalt  gather  in  the  fruits  thereof;  but  the  seventh 
year  thou  shalt  let  it  rest,  and  lie  still,  that  the  poor  of  thy 
people  may  eat,  add  what  they  leave  the  beasts  of  the  field 
may  eat.  In  like  manner  shalt  thou  do  with  thy  vineyard, 
and  thy  olive-yard.”  Ex.  xxiii.  10,  11.  Now  as  this  was  an 
institution  of  general  notoriety,  and  observed  by  the  Jews,  it 
would  be  absurd  to  suppose  that  it  could  not  be  safely  and 
purely  handed  down  merely  by  the  custom  itself.  And  as  this 
custom  has  been  religiously  observed  by  the  Jews  from  their 
^ first  establishment,  till  their  dispersion  at  least,  without  mur¬ 
mur  or  suspiciort  of  fraud,  it  would  be  equally  absurd  to  say, 
that  there  was  not  in  the  commencement  of  it  a  law  to  sanc¬ 
tion  and  enjoin  it  :  and  this  law,  throughout  all  their  tribes 
and  generations,  down  to  the  present  day,  is  believed  to  have 
been  given  by  Moses.  Can  there  be  an  error  in  this  ?  and  can 
we  conclude,  that,  although  from  its  frequent  occurrence  the 
same  persons  were  employed  in  observing  this  custom  six  or 
seven  times  in  the  course  of  their  pilgrimage,  and  their  de¬ 
scendants  witnessing  their  examples  as  otten  in  the  same, 
still  there  is  room  for  suspecting  it  to  be  an  imposition  by 
some  arch  deceiver  P  It  appears  absolutely  impossible. 

3.  But  there  is  another  argument  for  the  truth  of  a  partic¬ 
ular  institution  contained  in  the  Jewish  code,  which  the  rank¬ 
est  infidelity  can  neither  deny,  disprove  or  resist.  ,The  in¬ 
stitution  of  the  sabbath,  was  originally  given  to  the  Jews,  and 
is  first  mentioned  in  the  book  of  Exodus.  This  occurs  once 
in  seven  days,  and  has  been  most  strictly  observed  by  them 
without  abatement,  from  their  earliest  establishment  as  a  na¬ 
tion  to  the  present  day.  And  so  rigid  have  they  been  in 
keeping  the  day  holy  according  to  the  fetter  of  their  law,  that, 
when  Petolemy,  the  son  of  Lagus,  laid  siege  to  their  city, 
which,  either  from  design  or  chance,  took  place  on  the  sev¬ 
enth  day  of  the  week,  the  Jews  refused  to  take  up  arms  in 
their  own  defence  because  it  was  the  sabbath,  and  became  an 
easy  prey  to  their  enemies. 

4.  Although  the  institutions  which  have  been  noticed  ever 
have  been  and  still  are  most  solemnly  regarded  by  the  Jews, 
and  form  direct  and  living  lines  of  unbroken  testimony  thro’ 
the  long  lapse  of  nearly  three  thousand  and  five  hundred 
years ;  yet  it  may  be  observed  with  the  greatest  propriety, 
that  they  regard  the  whole  Penteteuch  as  equally  sacred,  and 
would  gladly  observe  the  same  scrupulous  exactness  in  all  the 
ceremonies  there  enjoined,  if  they  tcere  in  a  situation  to  do  so. 
This  circqmstance  is  a  strong  confirming  proof  of  the  truth  of 
the  Mosaic  history. 

6.  The  very  Jews  themselves  in  the  present  day,  circum¬ 
stanced  as  thej  are,  carry  with  them  the  evidence  of  their 
own  writings  and  laws  to  which  they  hold  themselves  ac¬ 
countable.  Every  Jew  professing  the  religion  of  his  forefa¬ 
thers  furnishes  a  resistless  monument  of  proof  in  aid  of  our 
present  inquiry  ,*  and  when  combined  with  the  foregoing  ar¬ 
guments  the  evidence  is  more  than  sufficient  to  answer  our 
purpose. 

Any  objections  that  may  still  be  considered  as  having  any 
weight  against  the  genuineness  and  authenticity  of  the  Jew¬ 
ish  scriptures,  as  they  must  all  be  of  a  popular  nature,  and 
cannot  effect  the  arguments  and  evidence  adduced  in  their 
favor,  shall  be  examined  hereafter  in  treating  of  the  New 
Testament. 

I  must  confess,  that,  on  a  critical  notice  and  examination 
of  the  proof  in  vindication  of  the  Penteteuch,  and  of  the  writ- 
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ingsof  the  kings  and  prophets  of  the  Jews,  agaiust  Un.renMilttni  and  its  abbetlon,  witboul  world!  FrienJ  S.  wo  would  just  whisker  in 
it  seems  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  im-  aneflTort  to  sustain  the  charges,  and  depends  thine  ear  a  passage  or  two  of  Scripture : —“T/ic 
possible  to  assail  it  with  soccess.  I  have  more  on  tradition  and  vulgar  prejudice,  than  ar-  way  of  tratugressors  IS  hard— There  ia  no  perwe 
confined  myself  chiefly  to  external  evi-  gument,  to  bearhim  ou?.  In  bis  xeal  to  support  eoith  my  God  to  the  wicked— they  are  like  the  troul- 
dence  and  can  cheerfully  say,  that  the  his  favorite  creed, (Calvinism,)  he  has  laid  down  led  sea,  which  cannot  rest,  whose  waters  east  upmirt 
resources  are  more  numerous,  full  and  premises  which,  when  followed  up  to  their  legi-  and  dirt.  Ageia,  Wisdom's  ways  areways  of  pleas- 
convincing,  than  I  had  anticipated.  And  timate  conclusions,  unavoidably  lead  to  Univer-  asitness,  and  all  her  paths  are  peace.  Great  peace 
the  tn/erna/ arguments  which  have  been  salism:  and,  blind  to  his  own  coutradictions,  has  l^ace  they  that  love  thy  law,  andnothing  shall  offend 
presented,  are  sufficiently  clear  to  show.  Jaid  down  others  (inorder  to  overthrow  Univer»  ***'”•  which  have  believed  do  enter  into  rest.- 
that  tlie  writings  ascribed  to  Moses,  em-  8alisai)which,ifadmitted,iocontrovertibly  prove  ^  l"*rden  is  light." 

bracing  the  institntions.  geographical  de-  the  endless  damnation  of  every  individual  of  the  .  «  difficult  to  say  whether  ignorance  or  maf. 

scriptions,  and  genealogies  therein  men-  denounces Universalists for  Resetting  sin  with  our  author,  when, 

tinned, bearslrongandself-evidentmarks  ^  on piye 8th  and  9tb,  he  bring,  forward  the  ca- 

ofthe  FACT,  that  the  writer  was  person-  attempts  to  or  hve  avowed  myWe/,,  or  unW.evers 

ally  present,  and  acquainted  with  the  .  .  n  .u  .  j  m  revelation,  in  their  last  miserable  hours,  to 

scenes  and  subjects  delineated  in  the  lour  ^  show  the  falsehoodofUnirersalrmanditsin' 

last  books  of  the  Penteteuch.  e  le.  sufficiency  to  give  support  in  death.  At  all 

- gjj  iSg  We  arc  glad  Mr.  Stearns  has  published  this  ,,3  j^re  willing  the  public  should  judge  of, 

Clje  iSUanflCUcal  Jttaflaime.  work-we  are  glad  too,  he  is  a  Calvinist  and  ^nd  estimate  this  calumny  as  they  please.  In 

- - has  exhibited  his  senlimcnts  in  this  work.  And  #»,:»  r-hant-..  ..........  iko 

,,T.CA,  SATURDAY.  A«o. ^ 

An  Antidote  for  the  Doctrine  of  Universal  reality  prove  an  excellent  AntidoH^noi  in-  73J  pgai^,^  where,  speaking  of  the  wicked,  the 
Salvation,  by  John  O.  Steams,  minister  of  the  deed  for  Universalism  but— for  Calvinism.  It  Psalmist  says,  “They  are  not  in  trouble  as  other 
Gospel.  *But  he  that  believethnot  shall  be  damn  will  bring  Calvinism  into  disrepute  by  exhibiting  men,  neither  are  they  plagued  like  other  men. 
ed.—Jdark,  xvi ;  16,  Utica,  printed  by  D.  Ben-  its  odious  and  abominable  features,  and  its  entire  stand  out  with  fatness,  they  have 

netSfCo.  1829.”  18  mo.  pp.  139.  destitution  of  support  from  the  Bible,  and  satisfy  more  than  heart  could  wish.  Behold,  these  are 

It  is  matter  of  congratulation  to  the  friends  of  discerning  people  that  it  is  only  by  a  perversion  jjjg  yngodly  who  prosper  in  the  world ;  they  in¬ 
liberal  Christianity,  that  a  belief  in  the  “glad  ti-  of  Scripture  that  any  texts  can  be  made  to  coun-  crease  in  riches. — Verily  I  have  cleansed  my 
dings  of  great  joy  which  shall  be  to  all  people”—  •enance  it  at  alL  It  will  also  make  many  Univer-  iig^rt  in  vain,  and  washed  my  bands  in  innocen- 
in  that  gospel  which  proclaims  “peace  on  earth,  *alists  by  showing  arguments  in  its  favor  which  gy .  jjjg  jjjy  have  I  been  plagued, 

and  good  will  to  men”— is  rapidly  gaining  the  author  does  not,&  cannot  refute, &  which  are  chastened  every  morning.”  But  Mr.  S. 
ground,  and  altho’  “every  where  spoken  a-  absolutely  irrefutable!  as  well  as  by  showing  the  forgot  to  tell  bis  readers  that  the  Psalmistafler- 
gainst,”  is  fast  finding  its  way  into  every  part  tif  bitter  invective  and  base  misrepresentation,  to  i^ards  acknowledged  that  he  was  entirely  wrong 
our  favored  land  :  and  that  even  its  enemies  who  which  the  enemies  of  the  doctrine  resort.  io  (he  above  suppositions  and  murmurings- that 

strive  to  elFect  its  overthrow,  are  doing  us  no  To  show  the  correctness  of  the  above  re-  he  afterwards  saw  and  acknowledged  that  he 
small  service  in  building  it  up,  and  thus  unwit-  marks,  we  will  now  notice  some  of  our  author's  i^as  “foolish”  (in  the  above  supposition)  “and 
tingly  extending  its  benign  influence — thus  ver-  statements.  In  his  preface  he  manifests  much  ignorant,  and  as  a  beast”  before  God— for  be 
ifying  the  word  of  God,  that  “the  wrath  of  man  alarm  because  “Universalists  are  making  un-  saw  that,  even  in  this  world,  the  wicked  were 
shall  praise  him,  and  the  remainder  <if  wrath  be  wearied  efforts  to  disseminate  their  erroneous  “cast  down  into  destruction,”  and  says,  “How 
will  restrain.”  principles;  thereby  bringing  swift  destruction  are  they  brought  into  desofatton  as  in  a  moment/ 

The  work,  the  title  of  which  stands  at  the  themselves,  and  everlasting  ruin  upon  their  they  are  utterly  consumed  with  terrors.”  We 
head  of  this  article,  is  what  we  might  naturally  hearted  man  <  who  is  should  hardly  think  of  adducing,  as  proof  of  any 

expect  from  an  author  to  whom  nature  has  been  so  much  more  merciful  than  his  God)  has  no  oc-  doctrine,  those  declarations  which  the  author 
very  sparing  of  her  gifts,  and  whose  intellect  ®a'i®“  ^e  alarmed :  for  hesays,  page  2d  “God  afterwards  acknowledges  to  be  very  fooh’sh  and 
what  little  nature  gave,  has  been  sadly  trammel’  has  purposed  the  actions  of  all  tnen,  and  these  beastly. 

led  by  a  narrow  and  contracted  creed,  and  over-  ^®fi®®®  ore  just  what  he  designed  they  should  be,  VVe  shall  resume  the  consideration  oftbis  work 
shadowed  and  stinted  by  the  luxuriant  weeds  of  ’^***  overrule  them  as  to  promote  his  in  our  next;  for  we  presume  the  Orthodox  coo- 

tradition  and  superstition.  True,  be  aims  a  declarative  glory  and  the  highest  good  of  the  aider  it  as  containing  as  strong  arguments  against 
deadly  blow  at  Universalism ;  but  alas !  felo  de  tytltm.''  Of  course,  by  his  own  show-  Universalism  as  can  be  adduced. 

*e-he  is  his  own  executioner !  The  work  has  '“S*  purposed”  the  prevalence  of  Uni- - 

— not  its  merits  but— its  tafue;  and  that,  neither  ^ctsalism,  and  the  unwearied  eflbrts”  that  its  The  Editor  has  preached  for  three  Sundays 
from  the  design  nor  the  talents  of  the  author;  advocates  are  making  for  ite  dissemination ;  and  past,  at  German  Flatts  and  its  vicinity  to  very 
but  rather  from  his  want  of  discernment.  With-  overrule”  Universalism  as,  by  it,  “to  crowded  and  deeply  attentive  congregations.^ 

outdesigningit,  he  has  exhibited  the  native  de-  promote  the  highest  good  of  the  created  system.”  A  spirit  of  earnest  and  deep  inquiry  pervades 
formity  of  his  own  system,  either  for  want  of dis-  No  occasion  of  alarm  friend  S.  unless  you  are  the  people  very  generally  in  this  neighborhood 
cemment  to  see  its  ugly  features,  or,  from  hav-  alarmed  at  the  promotion  of  God’s  “declarative  —a  spirit  that  will  not  rest  satisfied  with  receiv¬ 
ing  been  long  familiarized  to  it  himself,  suppo-  glo^y,  and  the  highest  good  of  the  created  sys^  ing  upon  trust  the  dogmas  of  their  fathers,  or 
sing  it  could  not  be  revolting  to  others ;  where-  tern.”  settleing  down  in  the  wild  extravagances  of 

M  every  enlightened  and  philanthropic  mind  His  first  chapter  is  devoted  to  prove  (what  no  modern  Finneyisra— nay,  a  spirit  is  abroad  a- 

will  shrink  from  it  with  disgust.  Without  know-  Universalist  ever  denied)  that  man  is  an  accoun-  mong  this  people  that  will  bot  be  satisfied  short 

mg  what  Universalism  is,  be  has  been  beating  s®®®®*!  chapter  entitled,  “men  of  that  truth  that  “maketh  free  indeed.”  At 

tlieair;  he  has  made  a  man  of  straw,  and  in  do  not  receive  their  punishment  in  this  life,”  is  present,  the  Universalists  of  this  place  labor  nn- 
fightlng  it,  has  got  his  bands  filled  with  thistles,  employed  to  show  how  happy  the  scicked  are.  der  one  great  disadvantage,  (tho’  other  denomi- 
"He  has  repealed  the  thousand-times-told  slanders  miserable  the  righteous  are,  in  this  nalioosare  in  the  same  condition)  viz:  tbefftot 
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whelming  flood  and  cast  them  down  to  merciless 
wo,  without  being  filled  with  rending  gnef  and 
distress.  If  God,  by  the  means  of  the  deluge,  re¬ 
moved  these  wicked  inhabitants  from  Iho  earth, 
and  then  gave  to  them  his  holy  spirit,  and  chang¬ 
ed  them  in  a  moment  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye, 
from  mortality  to  Immortality  and  from  corruption 
to  inoorniption,  could  the  benevolent  heart  of 
^  Noah  feel  disposed  to  complain 'r  In  what  possi- 
‘  ble  way  could  such  a  change  be  of  any  injui-y  to 
Noah  ?  Noah  had  been  piously  laboring  for  years, 
to  correct  these  people  from  the  error  of  their 
ways — now  if  God  at  the  hour  of  death,  by  bis 
wisdom  and  spirit,  did  what  Noah  had  been  en¬ 
deavoring  to  do  fur  years,  would  Noah  object  to 
it  as  being  unjust?  Would  he  say,  1  know  by 
happy  experience  that  the  ways  of  wisdom  are 
pleasantness,  and  all  her  paths  are  peace— 1  know 
that  great  peace  have  those  who  love  God’s  law 
and  nothing  shall  offend  them— and  I  have  seen 
in  those  ungodly  ones  around  me,  that  “there  is 
no  peace  to  the  wicked,'”  that  “the  way  of  the  trans¬ 
gressor  is  hard,”  and  yet,  1  shall  not  be  satisfied 
unless  these  people  remain  ungodly — and  have 
no  peace — and  walk  a  hard  way  in  the  future 
world.  Would  Noah  use  such  language  as  this? 
We  think  not. 

“  The  same  question  in  substance”  D.  C.  P. 
asks  in  relation  to  Lot,  and  the  inhabitants  ofj 
Sodom  and  Gomorrah.  He  wishes  to  know  if 
these  people  “  were  all  received  to  the  mansions  j 
of  bliss,”  after  their  destruction,  ”  was  Lot  dealt 
justly  by?”  We  caanot  conceive  why  such  an 
event  could  injure  Lot.  Could  Lot  h  ave  more 
easily  endured  the  loss  of  his  wife,  the  depriva¬ 
tion  of  his  inheritance — and  could  lie  have  ”  lin¬ 
gered  out  his  pitiable  life  in  the  little  city  of  Zoar,” 
any  more  contentedly  and  happily  had  the  infor¬ 
mation  been  given  him  that  the  Sodomites  were 
not  only  to  have  their  bodies  burnt  in  this  world 
hut  aliO,  their  spirits  in  the  future  world 

Similar  remarks  may  be  made  concerning 
Moses  and  his  oppressor.  Pharaoh.  We  do  not 
understand  how  the  circumstances  of  Moses, 
could  have  been  any  more  xiomfurtable,  ngree^- 
ble,  and  happy,  by  the  torments  of  Pharaoh  in 
the  future  world.  If  the  spirit  of  Pharaoh  went 
immediately  at  bis  death  to  a  state  of  perfect  ho¬ 
liness  and  ^ppioess — we  do  not  see  why  either 
M>;es  or  any  one  else  should  be  iroubW  about 
it;  we  are  wholly  unable  to  sec  bow  such  an 
event  coull  barm  any  earthly  or  heavenly  in¬ 
habitant. 

God  says  concerning  the  Sodomites,  “There¬ 
fore  I  took  them  away  as  I  saw  go^id.” — F./k. 
KVi.  50.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  aute- 
deluvians,  and  Pharaoh  and  his  host,  were,  in 
like  manner,  taken  away,  as  Cod  taw  good. — 
The  reason  why  these  people  were  taken  away, 
was  tlieir  great  sins ;  now  if  they  remained  as 
great  sinners  after  they  were  taken  away  as 
they  were  before,  what  good  was  produced  by 
tlieir  destruction  I — It  destroys  no  sin — it  Ics- 
.seos  no  misery.  To  us  it  appears  reasonable 
to  conclude  that  the  destruction  of  these  people 
was  not  merely  to  take  their  lives  and  contiauc 
their  sins ;  but  to  make  them  better  beings,  ho¬ 
lier  and  happier.  Had  Noah  and  Lot  the  pow¬ 
er  of  affecting  an  instantaneous  conversion  to 
these  people,  they  ondoubtedly  would  have 
done  it.  And  have  we  any  thing  so  very  erro¬ 
neous  in  the  idea  that  God  has  done,  what  his 
servants  would  have  done,  had  they  possessed 
his  power  ?  Supposing  that  God,  by  the  means 
of  the  6bod,  cast  alt  the  old  world  down  to  au 
endless  bell,  and  here  they  sio  and  blaspheme 
(luring  (he  wasteless  ages  of  eternity,  what  good 
did  this  flood  do  }  It  did  not  prevent  aoy  sio, 
but  established  it  to  all  eternity.  The  people 
sinned  io  this  world,  the  flood  only  carried  them 
into  the  future  world,  where  they  go  about  their  ^ 


ungodly  work  forever.  Now,  kind  reader,  docs 
this  look  like  the  wisdom  of  God  ?  He  forbids 
tlie  practice  of  sin  in  this  world,  bnt  establishes 
It  in  the  world  to  come  I  He  destroys  people 
here,  becaiuie  they  are  sinners,  that  they  may 
be  eternally  siuners  there !  He  sent  bis  Uon  to 
take  away  the  sins  of  this  world,  and  yet  be  has 
prepared  a  devil  and  hell  to  continue  it  eternal¬ 
ly  in  the  world  to  come ! !.  This  must  be  untrue. 
He  will  finish  sin,  make  an  end  of  traosgres 
sion,  Jesus  shall  rule  until  lie  puts  all  enemies 
under  Ins  feet.  He  will  not  subdue  bis  enemies 
in  this  world, — and  then  make  them  eternal 
enemies  in  the  world  to  come — no,  but  he  will 
rccoocileall  things  to  God,  by  the  blood  of  bis 
cross— and  God  will  be  all  in  all. 

We  do  not  assort  that  the  antedeliivians,  &c. 
went  immediately  to  heaven  at  death,  nor  do  we 
know  that  such  an  idea  is  maintained  by  any 
Universalists,  but  what  we  argue  is,  if  thisieere 
the  case,  we  cunuol  uuderstaud  what  harm  it 
would  do  cither  Noah  or  any  other  peisoo  in  the 
universe  of  God.  If  by  means  of  the  flood  and 
fire,  G(xl  arrested  a  sinful  generation  in  their 
evil  career,  and  with  his  divine  spirit  translated 
them  from  sin  to  holiness,  and  from  earth  to 
heaven,  we  very  much  doubt  if  any  Christian 
will  murmur,  and  say  it  should  be  otherwise. 

U.  W. 


For  the  Evangelical  Magazine, 

Br.  Skinner — It  is  a  settled  fact,  that  man  is 
subject  to  vanity  and  many  sorrows.  The  winds 
of  adversity  are  often  uncliaincd  and  let  loose  up¬ 
on  him  like  a  devouring  Tiger.  Battles',  and  de¬ 
solating  wars  have  drenched  the  earth  in  human 
blood.  And  many  have  so  long  been  accustom¬ 
ed  to  the  horrible,  in  the  field  ot  battle,  and  from 
the  sacred  desk,  that  little  or  no  rclisii  appears 
to  be  left  for  the  beaxUtful.  Many  who  are  the 
professed  followers  of  our  Saviour,  who  prayed 
liar  his  murderers  on  the  cross,  have  so  long  been 
listening  to  the  talc  of  woe,  that  it  w'ould  almost 
seem  as  if  they  were  pleased  with  scenes  ofdeop- 
est  misery,  providing  they  involve  not  their  oicn 
dear  selves.  It  is  said  of  the  wolf,  that  having 
once  tasted  of  the  blood  of  man  ho  ever  after 
prow  Is  for  it  with  greater  ardency  than  for  any 
other  foaci.  And  surely  it  betokens  somewhat 
of  the  wolfish  nature,  that  they  choose  to  repast 
tlieir  minds  with  relations  of  battles,  and  carnage 
in  this,  nnd  endless  torments  in  a  future  world, 
in  preference  to  the  doctrine  of  heaven,  which 
“drops  as  the  rain,  and  distils  as  the  dew,  as  the 
email  rain  upon  the  tender  herb,  and  as  the  show¬ 
ers  upon  tlie  grass.”  Well  might  our  Saviour  | 
say,  “They  shall  put  you  out  of  the  synagogues : 
yea,  the  time  cometli,  that  whosoever  killeth  you 
will  think  that  ho  doeth  God  service,  and  these 
things  will  they  do  unto  you,  because  they  have 
not  known  the  Father,  nor  me.  John  xiv:  t,  3. 
If  those  that  love  the  tale  of  woe,  would  once 
taste  and  sec  that  the  Lord  is  good,  they  would 
know  both  the  Father  and  the  Son,  whoso  voi¬ 
ces  bear  a  perfect  resemblance  :  See  Dcut.  xxxii: 
8.  John  X :  3,  4,  5. 

The  voice  of  our  beloved  is  *‘as  the  sound  of 
many  waters,”  and  those  that  are  his  sheep  know 
bis  voice  and  follow  him  ‘‘and  a  stranger  will 
they  not  follow,  but  will  flee  from  him:  for  they 
know  not  the  voice  of  strangers.” 

Those  that  are  followers  of  the  good  shepherd, 
are  like  him,  who  has  given  to  them  the  ministry 
of  reconciliation :  To  wit,  that  God  was  in  Christ 
reconciling  the  world  unto  himself,  not  imputing 
their  trespasses  unto  them.  8  Cor.  v :  IS,  19. 

With  this  ministry  of  reconciliation  before  us, 
we  can  “turn,  and  discern  between  him  that 
serveth  God,  and  him  that  servetli  him  not.” — 
Mai.  iii :  18.  “A  true  witness  delivercth  souls; 
but  a  deceitful  witness  speaketh  lies.”  Prov, 


xiv :  85.  “And  ws  have  seen,  and  do  testify 
that  the  Father  sent  the  Son  to  be  the  Saviour  of  the 
world.”  1  John  ir;  14.  “And  not  only  »o,  we  are 
exhorted  to  pray  for  all  men;  for  Kings,  and  all  that 
are  in  authority;  that  we  may  lead  a  quiet  and  peace¬ 
able  life  in  all  gi^iuess  and  honesty.  For  this  isg^ 
and  acceptable  in  the  sight  of  God  our  ^viour,  who 
will  have  all  men  to  be  saved.,  and  come  into  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth.”  1  Tiro,  ii:  1,  4. 

It  would  seem  as  (hough  rational  and  intelligent 
■Mn  would  be  ashamed  to  stand  forth  and  testify  that 
God  was  in  Christ  reconciling  the  (cotmou)  world 
(not  aionoa,  ag;e,)  unto  himself,  not  imputing  their 
trespasses  unto,  them;  and  at  the  same  time,  and 
bretath,  contradict  this  all-important  ministration  of 
reconciliation  by  testifying  to  the  ministration  of 
condemnation  which  worketh  wrath. 

But  alas!  it  is  a  well  known  fact  that  children  and 
men  will  sleep  under  the  sound  of  the  gospel  of  the 
grace  of  God,  when  at  the  same  time  they  will  listen 
with  inexpressible  attention  and  eagerness  until  the 
hour  of  midnight,  to  hear  the  awful  tsJe  of  woe.  *— 
And  if  it  were  not  so,  the  lamentable  and  doleful  suf¬ 
fering  of  endless  torments  after  this  life,  would  soon 
cease  to  be  preached  throughout  the  known  world. 
Well  might  the  prophet  ask,  “Wherefore  do  ye 
spead  money  for  that  which  is  not  bread?  and  your 
labor  for  that  which  satisfietfa  not?  Hearken  dilinnt- 
ly  unto  me,  snd  eat  ye  that  which  is- good,  and  IH 
your  soul  delight  itself  in  fatness.” 

“For  my  thoughts  are  not  your  thoughts,  neither 
are  your  ways,  my  ways,  saitb  the  Lord.”  (The 
ways  of  the  Lord  are  to  reconcile  the  world  unto 
himself,  not  imputing  their  trespassea  unto  them; 
men’s  ways  are  the  reverse.)  For  as  the  heavens 
are  higher  than  the  earth,  so  are  my  ways  higher  than 
your  ways,  and  my  thoughts  than  your  thoughts.— 
For  as  the  rain  cometh  down,  and  the  snow,  from 
heaven  and  returaeth  not  thither,  but  watereth  the 
earth  and  maketh  it  bring  forth  and  bud,  that  it  may 
give  seed  to  the  sower  and  bread  to  the  eater;  so 
shall  my  word  be  that  goeth  forth  out  of  my  mouth; 
it  sliall  not  return  unto  me  void,  but  it  shall  accom.- 
plish  that  which  I  please,  and  it  shall  prosper  in  the 
thing  where  to  I  sent  it.”  Isa.  Iv;  2,  8,  11. 


Lee,  rr.  Y.  1829. 


S.  MILES. 


•We  think  this  statement  of  our  estemed  corres¬ 
pondent,  will  not  prove  to  be  true,  generally,  but  the 
reverse.  For  we  have  often  knwon  the  advocate.' 
and  professed  believers  of  endlesss  misery,  to  sit  and 
sleep  under  the  fulminations  of  an  endless  bell,  as 
quietly  as  the  child  sleeps  under  its  tavorite  “luU-o- 
oye” — while  we  have  seldom  seen  drowsiness  in  an 
unirersaltis  meeting. — Editor. 


.Anecdote  of  an  English  Sailor. — The  fuilowinf 
anecdote  appears  in.  a  recent  French  paper:— 
'sVIiilo  the  French  troops  were  encamped  at  Bo- 
logiie,  public  attention  was  much  excited  by 
the  daring  attempt  at  escape  made  by  an  En¬ 
glish  sailor.  This  person  having  escaped  from 
the  depot  and  gained  the  borders  of  the  sea, 
the  woods  on  which  served  him  for  conceal¬ 
ment,  constructed,  with  no  other  instrument 
than  a  knife,  a  boat  entirely  of  the  bark  of  trees. 
When  the  weather  was  fair,  he  mounted  a  tree 
and  looked  out  for  the  English  flag;  and  having 
at  last  observed  a  Britsli  cruiser,  he  ran  to  the 
shore  with  his  boat  on  his  back,  and  when  he 
was  about  to  trust  himself  to  the  mercy  of  the 
waves,  he  was  pursued,  arrested,  and  loaded 
with  chains.  Every  body  in  the  army  was  an.t* 
ious  to  see  the  boat,  andf  Napoleon,  having  at 
length  heard  of  the  affair,  sent  for  the  sailor 
and  interogated  him.  “You  must,  (said  Napo¬ 
leon,)  have  had  a  great  desire  to  see  your  coun¬ 
try  again,  since  you  could  resolve  to  trust  your¬ 
self  on  the  open  sea  in  so  frail  a  bark.  I  sup¬ 
pose  you  have  left  a  sweetheart  there.”  “No, 
(said  the  sailor,)  but  a  poor  and  infirm  mother, 
whom  I  was  anxious  to  see.”  “And  vou  shall 
see  her,”  said  Napoleon,  giving,  at  the  same 
time,  orders  to  set  him  at  liberty,  and  bestowed 
upon  him  a  considorable  sum  of  money  for  his 
mother,  observing  that  she  must  be  a  good  mo¬ 
ther  who  had  so  good  a  son. 

The  United  States  barracks  at  Cantonment 
Towson  were  lately  destroyed  by  fire. 
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time,  the  society  seems  to  bmve  remained  about 
slatiooary,  at  least,  do  advance  was  made  in  ei¬ 
ther  number  or  influence.  No  reproach  how¬ 
ever,  is  knoivn  to  have  been  attached  to  Mr. 
Babbit ;  and  the  cau^  why  the  society  made 
tio  progress,  Were  probably  laid  in  the  mysteri¬ 
ous  and  secret  working's  of  apa'ity  and  remiss¬ 
ness  which  succeed  to  seasons  of  great  ardour. 

It  is  not  intended  to  represent,  ttiat  this  soci¬ 
ety  was  ever  agitated  by  those  violent  parox¬ 
isms  of  fanaticism,  wbi^  sometimes  m  cur  in 
community ;  and  which  shake  the  institutions  of 
order,  and  overwhelm  the  voice  of  reason  and 
of  truth.  No:  it  was  the  fact  that  the  doctrine 
of  the  restitution  was  neu  to  the  people — opened 
to  the  mind  a  new  theme  of  religious  contem¬ 
plation,  and  became  the  subject  of  perpetual  in- 
Iquiry  and  deep  interest;  and  consequently  kept 
the  attention  closely  fix^  to  one  object.  When 
I  the  mind  became  familiarized  with  the  subject, 

I  it  relaxed  its  ardour,  and  sunk  into  Indifference. 
Instances  of  this  description  are  by  no  means 
rare — and  Ministers  accustomed  to  preach  in 
places  where  the  doctrines  they  inculcate  are 
new,  will  have  frequent  occasion  to  lament  an 
evil  which  they  cannot  remedy. 

In  1809,  or  1810,  Mr.  C.  Winslow  succeed¬ 
ed  as  the  preacher  to  the  society  in  Hart  wick. 
What  part  of  the  time  is  not  exactly  known— 
probably  little  more  than  one  quarter.  The 
flame  of  bis  zeal,  for  a  time  shed  a  partial  light 
upon  the  gloom  of  the  society — and  they  awoke 
only  to  feel  their  misfortunes  and  mourn  over 
an  ill-judged  and  unhappy  connexion,  which, 
they  hastened  to  dissolve.  His  labours  soon 
became  unprofitable,  and  be  was  dismissed 
sometime  in  18tl. 

Since  that  time,  the  society  lias  made  no  par¬ 
ticular  effort  to  rise  from  its  depressed  slate. — 
And  as  several  new  societies  were  soon  after 
organized  in  the  vicinity,  by  which  most  or  all 
of  its  members  could  be  equally  well,  if  not  bet¬ 
ter  accommodated  with  the  privileges  of  public 
worship ;  they  have  gradually  withdrawn  from 
the  parent  institution,  and  adopted  the  religions 
home  of  its  offspring.  The  society  in  Hartwick 
has  there'bre  ceased  to  be — most  of  its  members 
being  now  included  among  those  of  the  society 
in  the  town  of  Otsego.  S.  R.  S. 


exists  great  familiarity  and  the  utmost  freedom 
of  intercourse,  as  well  as  mutual  harmony  and 
confidence.  Ibiis  furnishing  another  evidence, 
that  tiie  sphere  of  a  Minister's  usefulness  is  bv 
no  means  cnnnned  to  his  labors  in  the  desk ; 
and  that  in  minting  his  feelings,  his  interesU, 
and  bis  sympathies  with  society,  both  his  exam¬ 
ple  and  liis  precepts  exert  a  higher  influence, 
merely  because  they  are  more  obvious  and  bet 
ter  appreciated. 

The  third  .Sunday  in  June,  I  preached  at  Ful¬ 
ton,  (Oswego  Falls,)  where  the  doctrine  of  Uni- 
versalism  had  nat  been  preaclit  d  for  some  time 
at  least,  if  ever.  The  village  has  newly  grown 
up,  since  the  commencement  of  the  Oswego 
Canai,  and  is  at  present  the  scene  of  what  is 
general'y  called — “an  awakening.”  The  con¬ 
test  between  the  Methodists,  Baptists,  and  Pres¬ 
byterians  for  securing  the  proselytes  to  thei:' 
respective  communions,  has  not  yet  commen¬ 
ced;  and  there  appears  to  be  among  them  a  spir¬ 
it  of  candid  inquiry.  The  Methodists  are  build¬ 
ing  a  meeting- bouse,  which  is  in  some  forward¬ 
ness — so  much  so  as  to  be  used  for  meetings  , 
and  it  was  hoped  that  it  might  he  obtained  idi 
our  use.  They  however  had  a  preacher,  wLi* 
was  to  deliver  a  farewell  sernwn,  (for  theierenr/ 
time,)  and  we  were  denied  the  use  of  the  house- 
Mr.  B.  of  Hanover  memory — a  Presbyterian, 
preached  on  the  west  side  pf  the  river  oppo¬ 
site  the  Falls ;  so  that  every  arrangenient  seem* 
to  have  been  made  to  prevent  inquiry.  Still  we 
were  well  accominodateil  in  a  very  large  school 
bouse,  and  some  three,  or  four  hundred  persons 
attended.  Among  these  was  a  Baptist  Eider, 
who  sat  with  me — listened  devoutly,  and  proba¬ 
bly  repeated  ye$  or  Amen,  fifty  times  in  an  auda 
hie  manner,  while  attending  upon  two  rather 
long  sermons  on  the  subject  of  the  great  salva¬ 
tion. 

At  five  d’olock  I  ddivered  a  lecture  in  Vol- 
ncy,  about  three  miles  east  of  Fulton,  at  a  place 
occupied  by  the  Presbyterian  congregation. — 
The  Minister  had  been  requested  to  give  ou*^ 
my  appointmeot  at  the  close  of  bis  service— but 
did  not  do  so.  This  instance  of  riliberality — 
though  too  common,  may  perhaps  be  a  warning 
to  the  liberal  men  who  add  to  the  present  num¬ 
ber  of  his  bearers  as  well  as  to  the  means  of  his 


of  a  c^'inmodious  place  of  worship.  For  no 
place,  except  (he  open  fiefJ,  has  yet  been  pro¬ 
cured,  when  we  have  preached  here,  sufficient¬ 
ly  spacious  to  contaiu  much  more  than  half  (he 
congregation.  It  is  however  co-nfidently  be¬ 
lieved  that  our  friends  here,  will  shortly  organ* 
ize  a  Society,  consisting  of  the  most  respecta¬ 
ble,  able,  and  influential  inhabitants  of  the  place 
and  neighborhood,  (for  such  in  reality  are  the 
IJniversahsts  here,)  and  that  measures  will  soon 
be  adopted  for  erecting  a  House  of  worship,  for 
which  the  friends  here  are  abundantly  able. — 
May  God  speed  the  wbi  k. 

For  the  Evangelical  Magazine. 
UNIVERSALISM— NO.  III. 

It  has  been  observed  in  a  preceding  article,that 
the  Jirtl  Uoiversalist  society  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  was  most  probably  organized  in  the 
town  of  Hartwick,  Otsego  County’.  This  had 
always  been  supposed — and  a  careful  examina¬ 
tion  of  all  the  Tacts  in  relation  to  the  subject,  has 
resulted  in  the  full  conviction  that  there  was  an 
error  in  the  date  of  the  formation  of  (he  society 
ill  the  town  of  Biitternutts  of  more  than  a  year. 
Those  conversant  with  the  early  transactions 
relating  to  Uuiversalism  in  this  country,  are 
unanimous  in  the  testimony  that  the  oldest  re¬ 
gularly  organized  society  of  UnivertalUlt  in  the 
slate  of  JS'ew  York,  it  in  Hartwick. 

The  society  in  Hartwick  was  organized  on 
the  l3th  day  of  March,  1 805,  at  which  time  Na¬ 
than  Field,  <  Eliphalct  Dewey,  Abner  Pier, 
Chaunc^  Newell  and  Abel  Calkins,  were  ap¬ 
pointed  Trustees— E.  Dewey,  Moderator,  Isaac 
Burch  Clerk,  and  Nchemiah  Burch,  Treasurer. 
The  society  thus  formed,  consisted  at  first,  of 
twenty  four  male  members,  who  appear  to  have 
entered  into  the  cause  of  truth  “with  full  pur- 
pose  of  heart,”  and  who  lost  no  lime  in  employ¬ 
ing  the  means  which  they  could  command  fur 
the  promotion  of  their  views.  They  engaged 
Mr.  M.  T.  VVooIey  to  preach  to  them  for  six 
months  ;  but  whether  fur  only  a  part,  or  all  of 
the  Sundays  during  that  time,  does  not  appear. 
And  whether  any  regular  engagement  was  af¬ 
terwards  made  With  him,  we  are  not  iofo.~med, 
though  he  continued  to  preach  with  them  at 
least,  a  part  of  the  time,  for  a  year.  Perhaps 
no  people  were  ever  mure  unhappy  in  the  choice 
of  a  Minister— for  he  was  neither  “apt  to  teach,” 
nor  a  very  respectable  mau.  And  the  conse¬ 
quence  was,  that  his  labours  were  worse  than 
useless— tending  rather  to  disperse  the  congre¬ 
gation  and  break  down  the  energies  of  the  few 
friends  who  had  united  for  his  support,  than  to 
edify  the  believer  and  gather  aud  instruct  (be 
inquiring  multitude. 

Mr.  i\.  Stacy  succeeded  as  the  minister  to 
the  society,  and  devoted  about  one  Sunday  in 
each  month  to  their  service.  Under  bis  miois- 
try,  the  drooping  spirits  of  the  friends  were  re¬ 
vived— the  alienated  were  rtstored,—lhe  scat¬ 
tered  congregation  again  collected,  and  the  so¬ 
ciety  prospered  as  a  “vine  of  the  planting  of  (he 
Lord.”  How  long  he  continued  to  preach  in 
Hartwick, does  not  appear;  but  from  his  own  re 
moval  into  another  society,  &  the  establishment 
of  bis  successor,  it  is  probable  about  two  years- 

Sometime  iu  1803,  Mr.  James  Babbit  remo¬ 
ved  from  Duauesburg, -Schenectady  Ca  into 
flartwick.  and  became  the  minister  to  the  (ben 
flourishing  society  id  that  place.  He  also  la¬ 
bored  with  them  about  two  years  —during  which 


For  the  Evangelical  Magazine. 

Dr.  Skmoer — In  reporting  the  dedication  of 
the  new  church  at  North  Bloomfield,  I  had  not 
time  either  to  describe  the  location  of  (he 
church,  or  to  notice  the  situation  of  the  society; 
nur  indeed  to  give  you  any  particulais  of  my 
journey. 

The  Church  is  beautifully  situated  on  the 
high  and  level  plain,  a  few  rods  wnst  of  the  Ho- 
ncyoye  Creek,  at  what  is  called  Smith's  Mills; 
and  IS  about  three  miles  to  the  north  of  the  vil 
l.tgeofVVcst  Bloomfield.  Perlia^is  few  places 
out  of  the  principal  villages,  would  accommo¬ 
date  more  people — it  being  at  the  corners  of 
several  very  thickly  populated  townships.  And 
the  congregation  is  composed  of  members  from 
Cast  and  West  Bloomfield,  Mcodon,  Henrietta, 
Lima  and  Avon.  1  preached  in  the  church 
tlie  second  Sunday  (I4tb  day)  of  June,  to  a  res¬ 
pectable  number  of  hearers.  What  gave  par¬ 
ticular  pleasure,  was  the  tone  of  firmness  and 
unanimity  marked  on  all  the  doings  of  the  so¬ 
ciety  .  1  remained  several  days  in  the  vicinity, 
and  had  repeated  opportunities  of  remarking 
the  distinguished  sociability  and  affectionate 
friendship  cf  many  of  the  members  of  thiscon- 
Igregation.  Between  Ihem^nd  Br.  Reese,  there 


support,  not  to  eiicourasre  principles  so  foreign 
to  tlieir  own  views, — and  so  hostile  to  charity. 
Tills  lecture  was  well  attended,  and  it  is  hoped, 
the  word  may  be  as  seed  sown  on  good  ground, 
which  shall  bring  forth  an  hundred  fold. 

8.  R.  SMITH. 


For  the  Evangelical  Magazine. 
ANSWER  TO  D.  C.  P***. 

Mr.  Editor — The  following  is  communicated 
as  a  reply  to  the  question  proposed  by  “  D.  C. 
P***,”  in  No.  S. 

The  first  question  is,  “  Was  it  not  a  curse  to 
Noah  and  his  family,  and  a  blessing  to  those  who 
were  drowned  in  the  deluge,  if  the  latter  went 
immediately  to  heaven  and  happiness?”  Ans. 
If  the  antedeluvians  “  went  immediately  to  heav¬ 
en  and  happiness,”  it  was  unquestionably  a  bles¬ 
sing  to  them ;  but  how  this  could  be  a  curse  to 
jH’oah  and  his  family,  we  cannot  conceive.  If  the 
antedeluvians  had  gone  immediately  to  hell — 
would  the  condition  of  Noah  have  been  more  com¬ 
fortable  on  earth?  This  we  cannot  suppose.  Had 
this  been  a  fact,  and  had  Noah  been  acquainted 
with  it — instead  of  rendering  bis  future  existence 
more  happy,  it  must  have  been  to  him  a  fruitful 
source  of  misery.  He  could  never  have  reflected 
,  on  the  awful  period  which  snatched  from  him  all 
his  neighbors  and  fellow  pilgrims,  by  an  over 
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There  is  a  flower,  a  bnly  one, 

That  blossoms  OD  in j  path ; 

No  need  of  dew,  or  daily  suo, 

Or  falliog  showers,  it  bath ; 

It  blooms  as  br^htly  in  the  storm 
As  on  the  cloudless  day ; 

And  rears  unharmed  its  humble  form, 

When  others  fade  away. 

That  plant  Is  Faith, — its  holy  leaves 
Reviving  ordours  shed, 

Upon  the  lowly  place  of  grief, 

Or  mansions  of  the  dead, 

God  IS  its  sun,— his  glorious  light 
In  happy  hours  be  lends; 

And  silently  in  sorrow’s  night 
Religion’s  dew  descends. 

Plant  of  my  soul, — be  fading  things 
For  those  who  lave  them  best  ; 

But  in  my  daily  wanderings 
I'll  bear  thee  in  my  breast ; 

Thy  pleasantoess  shall  cheer  me,  while 
My  »vay  on  earth  may  be ; 

In  days  of  woe,  I  will  beguile 
The  weaij  time  with  thee ! — 

And  when  the  icy  hand  shall  press 
Upon  my  throbbing  bead. 

And  this  weak  form  in  weariness 
Go  down  among  the  dead, 

Ons  ling'ring  look  I’ll  give  to  thee, 

And  breathe  one  parting  breath, 

Tlien  sink  me  down  contentedly 
Into  the  arms  of  death.  S.  F.  S. 

For  the  Evangelical  Magazine. 

Mr.  Editor — In  looking  over  the  West¬ 
ern  Recorder^  published  in  your  village,  of 
a  recent  date,  I  discovered  an  article  from 
a  correspondent  headed  “Univcrsalisra,” 
in  which  the  writer,  after  generously  ad¬ 
verting  to  the  philanthropy  with  which 
Universalists  hold  their  system  is  synony¬ 
mous,  states  that  he  has  discovered  a  uni¬ 
form  silence  in  the  Universalist  prints  on 
the  subject  of  intemperance  j  and  thinks 
the  editors  of  those  papers  are  deterred 
from  declaiming  agmnst  it,  for  fear  of  its 
beiirgr  offensive  to  a  large  part  of  their 
subscribers.  This,  in  substance,  is  a  part 
of  the  communication  in  question,  which 
Air.  Hastings  has  admitted  into  his  re¬ 
ligious  newspaper. 

No  undertaking  have  the  presbyteri- 
ans,  as  a  body,  entered  into,  which  is 
worthy  of  higher  commendation  than  their 
attempts  to  suppress  the  evils  of  in¬ 
temperance  ;  but  we  fear  their  eagerness 
to  run  ahead  in  this,  as  well  as  many  oth¬ 
er  things,  by  overstrained  aCts  and  resobi- 
tionSj  will  produce  unfavorable  consequen¬ 
ces. 

All  good  citizcw  in  society  must  be  wil¬ 


ling  by  example  and  precept  to  use  their 
influence,  to  check  the  intemperate  use  of 
ardent  spirits,  but  all  are  not  willing'to 
.subscribe  to  the  measure  of  “total  absti- 
neuce”  on  all  occasions  and  under  every 
circumstance,  except  when  prescribed  by 
a  physician. 

The  author  of  the  article  above  alluded 
to,  must  be  extremely  intemperate  in  the 
use  of  words,  or  ignorant  of  the  state  of  so¬ 
ciety  and  universalist  publications,  to 
make  such  an  unwarrantable  charge  a- 
gainst  them.  Intemperance  is  more  or 
less  prevalent  among  all  classes  of  society, 
and  even  among  pr^essors  of  religion  and 
members  of  churches,  which  will  appear 
from  the  following  fact.  In  the  town  of 
Elbridge,  in  June  last,  the  inhabitants  of  a 
road  district  collected  for  highway  labour, 
among  whom  were  men  of  various  religi¬ 
ous  sentiments,  and  several  Universalists. 
After  the  men  were  conveniently  gathered 
together,  the  overseer  of  the  highway,  a 
Universalist  by  profession,  stated  the  fol¬ 
lowing  in  substance  to  the  company. — 
“Gentlemen,  I  have  furnished  for  our 
drink  on  the  road.  Cider  and  Whiskey  ; 
but  I  have  good  Beer  at  home  which  I 
would  willingly  substitute  for  the  Whis¬ 
key:  my  opinion  is,  that  we  stand  in  no 
more  need  ofardent  spirits  here,  than  when 
about  our  ordinary  business---therefore  I 
propose  returning  the  Whiskey  and  fur¬ 
nishing  the  Beer.”  A  vote  was  then  ta¬ 
ken  for  the  Beer,  and  also  for  Whiskey, 

the  result  of  which  was,  that  Mr.  G - , 

a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  in 
Elbridge,  stood  alone  for  Whiskey  !  (ex¬ 
cept  one  individual  who  voted  for  both.) 
This  story  is  not  a  far-fetched,  hear-say 
matter,  but  is  true  in  every  particular,  and 
can  be  vouched  for  by  the  individuals  pre¬ 
sent.  J.  ll. 


Anecdote. — The  alarm  which  some  ec¬ 
clesiastics  and  others  manifest  at  the  idea 
of  Catholic  emancipation,  and  the  difficul¬ 
ty  they  have,  or  say  they  have,  in  seeing 
what  others  call  the  justice  and  propriety 
of  such  a  measure,  may  be  illustrated  by 
the  following  circumstance.  The  late 
ReV.  Robert  Robinson,  the  baptist  minis¬ 
ter  at  Cambridge,  was  in  the  habit  of  dis¬ 
cussing  the  principles  of  dissent  from  the 
Church  of  England  with  some  of  the  heads 
ofhopses  at  that  University.  One  day, 
when  the  conversation  was  warm,  and 
Mr.  R.  was  plying  these  gentlemen  with 
his  reasans  for  dissent,  he  could  get  no  o- 
ither  answer  than,  “We  can’t  see  it.”  On 
this,  Mr.  R.  took  up  his  pencil,  and  wrote 
on  a  slip  of  paper  the  Greek  word  Theos 
(God,)  and  said,  “Can  you  see  that.^” — 
“Yes,”  was  the  reply.  He  then  took  from 
his  pocket  a  guinea,  with  which  he  cover¬ 
ed  the  word,  and  said,  “Gentleman  can 
you  see  it  now  “No,”  was  the  answer. 


“The  reason,”  replied  Mr.  R.  *'i8  obvi¬ 
ous.” 

Quert— Is  not  the  above  solid  reason 
obviously  in  the  way  of  some  of  our  pro¬ 
fessedly  Orthodox  clergymen  (who  are  re¬ 
ceiving  fat  livings)  perceiving  the  truth' in 
its  simplicity,  as  written  by  the  pencil 
(TAeoa.)  of  God  ? — Ed.  Ev.  Mag. 

Spanish  Exiles. — Several  Spanish  fami- 
!  lies,emigrants  from  Mexico, in  consequence 
of  the  proscription  pronounced  by  the  gov¬ 
ernment  against  those  suspected  of  being 
favorably  disposed  towards  Ferdinand  VII. 
have  arrived  at  Baton  Rouge  with  the  in¬ 
tention  of  spending  the  summer,  and  per¬ 
haps  of  establishing  themselves  there. 


A  certain  pbilosapher  being  in  a  storm,  with 
some  of  tbe  most  abandoned  wretebes  of  tbc  day  , 
who  continually  cried  to  God  to  deliver  them ; 
“Hold  your  tongues,”  said  he,  ‘-it  were  better 
be  knew  not  you  were  hero.” 


RELIGIOUS  NOTICES. 

Tbe  Editor  of  this  paper  expects  to  preach  at' 
Soratoga  Springs  on  tbe  first  Sunday  in  Septem¬ 
ber — a  week  from  to  morrow. 

The  General  Conventiom  of  Universal. 
ISTS  of  ATew  England,  will  liold  its  annual  ses¬ 
sion  in  Winchester,  N.  H.  on  tbe  third  Wed¬ 
nesday  and  Thursday  in  September. 

The  Hudson  River  Association  of  Universa- 
'ills  will  be  holden  at  Saratoga  Springs  on  tlie 
second  Wednesday  and  Thursday  (9th  and  10) 
of  September  next.  The  Franklin  Association, 
will  meet  at  West  Townsend  Vt.  at  the  same 
time. 


DIED. 

In  Clinton,  ISth  inst.  Widow  Eunice  Earle,  in 
the  59th  year  of  her  age, 

UNIVERSALIST  BOOKS 

For  salt  by  D.  Skinner  at  his  residence  on  Bur¬ 
net  street. 

Petdt  Pierre  on  Divine  goodness. 

Review  of  flawcs’  10  Lettcis  against  Universa- 
liiin,  by  R.  Canfield. 

Hudson's  Letters  to  Ballou. 

B.ilfours  Essays  and  reply  tu  Hudson. 

Ballbur's  2d  Inquiry 
Evangelical  Repository. 

Utica  Evangelical  Magazine  rols  1st  Si  2d. 
Brown’s  History  of  ITniversalism. 

Ballou's  Ancient  History  of  Universalism. 
Ballou's  Treaties  on  Atonement. 

Reports  of  Trials  Sic.  in  New  York. 

11  )sea  Ballou's  Sermon  at  Ordination  of  T.  Fisk. 
T.  Fisk’s  Washington  Sermon. 

A  Hell  for  all  the  Wicked — The  Rich  Man  in 
Flelh  And  a  variety  of  other  Sermons  and 
Pamphlets. 

CtJ-Thc  Evangelical  Magazine  is  published  eveiy 
other  Saturday,,  at  $1,50  per  annum,  or  $1  only  if 
paid  in  advance  or  within  three  months  from  tbe 

time  of  subscribing.  Village  subscribers,  papers  per 

Carrier,  25  cents  more  than  tbe  above  price.  Com¬ 
panies  or  Agents  paying  for  eight  copies,  entitled 
to  tbe  ninth  gratis.  All  letters  &c.  to  the  Editor  Busb 
be  post  paid. _ 

DOLPHUS  SKINNER, 
ERiToft  A.VP  rJtorRicroR- 
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